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ABIDE 
• Use your preferred Bible study method to read and explore Luke 2:1-14.  

• Read through the Teaching Plan, answer the questions, and read the Commentary. Record 
your insights for personal reflection and application and use to interact with your group 
during the discussions. 

• OPTIONAL Examine Numbers 7:89, 1 Kings 22:19, 2 Kings 23:5, Nehemiah 9:6, and Isaiah 
6:2-6. What different kinds of supernatural creatures can you identify that might have 
proclaimed God’s good news and glory? How does each reference help you gain a deeper 

understanding of the heavenly hosts? 

LEAD 
• Review the format of this particular lesson. Your group time will consist of sharing answers to 

the questions (which are in both guides) and the “Discuss” questions at the end of each set of 
verses (which are only in the Leader Guide).     

• Plan out the time you want to devote to each set of questions and the discussions.  

• Monitor the discussions as needed to ensure your group is adhering to the small group 
guidelines. 

• Make the Application a “call to action” for your believers. If you have unbelievers in your 

group be prayerful as you give them an opportunity to respond to the good news they heard 
while participating in this lesson.     

SHEPHERD 
• Connect with group members who are spending Christmas alone or who are struggling with 

the fact they are unable to see their loved ones this year. 

• Pray for our church to remember “the reason for the season,” to conduct ourselves as 

representatives of God’s kingdom, and share the gift of joy with those who are far from Him. 
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The Gift of Joy 
LUKE 2:1-14 

12/20/2020 

MAIN POINT 
God’s love sends Jesus to transform our lives with joy. 

OPEN 
• Prayer / Welcome / Announcements: firstnorfolk.org/thisweek 

• Ask the assistant group leader to mark attendance for your group and review the small 

group guidelines. 

INTRODUCTION 
As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion. 

What is the longest you’ve ever waited to receive something you’ve been 
promised, and what was it? How did you feel when the promise was finally 
fulfilled? 

How do you handle the waiting process? Do you get impatient and take matters 
into your own hands? Do you grow apathetic and try to forget about what you 
were promised? Explain. 

Mary and Joseph waited nine months for their promised child to be born, but the people of Israel 
had been waiting centuries for their promised Messiah, God’s anointed Savior. With Jesus’ birth, 
that promise finally came true, but not in the way many people expected. In a lowly locale in 

lowly circumstances the gift of joy was first revealed to some of the lowliest members of Jewish 
society. 

UNDERSTANDING 
Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic.  

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ LUKE 2:1-7. 

• What are three historical facts Luke mentioned in verses 1-3? Why do you think Luke 

selected these facts in particular to set the context for Jesus’ birth? 

• What stands out to you about Joseph and Mary in verses 1-7? What further insights 
about the couple can be learned from Matthew 1:18-25 and Luke 1:26-38? 

• How do the promises of 2 Samuel 7:12 relate to Jesus? How does the promise of Micah 

5:2 help to confirm Luke’s details of Jesus’ birth?  

• How do the details of Jesus’ birth help us understand His identity? 

 
DISCUSS 

https://www.firstnorfolk.org/thisweek
https://s3-us-west-1.amazonaws.com/faithnetworkuserfilestore/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/filecabinet/ministries/b9397dc8-e5f8-4c3d-a852-ae06f77c736e/SMALL%20GROUP%20GUIDELINES.pdf
https://s3-us-west-1.amazonaws.com/faithnetworkuserfilestore/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/filecabinet/ministries/b9397dc8-e5f8-4c3d-a852-ae06f77c736e/SMALL%20GROUP%20GUIDELINES.pdf
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HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ LUKE 2:8-12. 

• What do you know about the work and status of shepherds in this part of the world 
during the time of Jesus’ birth? Why is having this background information important for 

your understanding of this passage?  

• Why do you think God chose to announce the birth of His Son to shepherds? How did His 
decision relate to the circumstances of Jesus’ birth? 

• What was the good news in the angel’s announcement? Who was it for? What did this 

mean for the shepherds? For the Jewish people as a whole? For the Gentiles? 

• What is joy? What is the great joy in the good news? 

• What three titles were given to Jesus in verse 11? What is significant about them? 

• How would you summarize the gospel message shared by the angel in verses 11-14? 

How does it compare to what a person might share about Jesus today? 

• How does the praise of the heavenly host compare to the message of the angel? How do 
they complement each other? 

• What was meant by the phrase, “peace on earth to people He favors” (v. 14)? 

 

 

 

APPLICATION 
Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives. 

How can you honor Jesus with your Christmas celebrations in a way that 
demonstrates joy for the good news of His birth? How can you extend that 
enthusiasm into and throughout the new year? 

Who do you know that needs to hear the true message of Christmas? Make plans to 
contact them during the Christmas season and share the gift of joy! 

PRAYER 
Thank God for the wonderful gift of Jesus and for the peace and joy you have through your faith 

in Him. Ask God for the courage and clarity to share the gift of joy enthusiastically and humbly, 
just as the shepherds did. 

Why is it important that Jesus’ birth fulfilled Old Testament 
prophecies? What does this mean for your faith?  

 
DISCUSS 

What is your response to Jesus’ birth? Is joy a part of your response? 
If so, how do you demonstrate it? If not, what needs to change for 
you to have joy in response to Jesus’ birth and everything it 
signifies? 
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COMMENTARY 
LUKE 2:1-14 

2:1 Augustus (meaning “Exalted,” a title approved by the Roman Senate in 27 b.c.) was the 
Roman Caesar from 31 b.c. to a.d. 14. This decree... that the whole empire should be registered 
was a census for the purposes of taxation and military service. 

2:2 It is thought that Quirinius served two terms as Roman governor of Syria: from 6-4 b.c., and 

then a.d. 6-9. Jesus was born during the period of the first registration. There was also a census 
registration in Quirinius’s second term (Ac 5:37). 

2:3-4 His own town refers not to where Joseph presently lived (Nazareth in Galilee), but to the 
town of his ancestral roots (Bethlehem in Judea), which was called the city of David because King 

David grew up there (1Sam 16:1). Joseph was descended from David (1:27). The trip from 
Nazareth to Bethlehem would have taken three days and covered roughly 90 miles. 

2:5-6 As months before in 1:27, Mary at this time was still only engaged to Joseph because they 
had not yet consummated their marriage via intercourse. Nevertheless, she was pregnant and 

ready to give birth. 

2:7 The words her firstborn Son naturally implies that Mary later had other children (Mt 13:55-
56). In that day, a newborn was wrapped... snuggly in cloth to keep its arms and legs straight. 

That baby Jesus was laid... in a feeding trough indicates that the family was forced to stay in a 
stable, or perhaps a cave that served as a stable, because there was no other room available in 
Bethlehem. 

2:8. God chose a small group of humble shepherds to be the first to hear about Christ’s nativity. 

That the earliest witnesses included shepherds was most appropriate for the birth of the Good 
Shepherd and the Lamb of God. Too, these shepherds were faithfully carrying out their duties, 
keeping watch in the fields to protect their flock from predators of the night. God rewarded their 
faithfulness by sending His messenger to declare to them the birth of His Son. 

2:9. The shepherds likely were going about their usual routines when the quiet night was shattered 
by the appearance of an angel of the Lord. The angel is not identified by name. The absence of 
a definite article (in Greek) separates the identification of this messenger from “the angel of the 
Lord” who is mentioned in the Old Testament and whom some scholars believe to have been the 

pre-incarnate Christ. (See Gen. 16:7-14; 22:11-18; Ex. 3:2; and Judg. 6:11-12.) The natural 
reaction of human beings to supernatural appearances is fear. These shepherds were terrified as 
they encountered the angelic messenger and were surrounded by the “glory of the Lord,” by 

which the darkness was turned into brilliant light. The phrase glory of the Lord refers to the unique 
manifestation of God’s presence. 

2:10. Quieting the shepherds’ fears, the angel declared his purpose for being there. Far from 
doing them harm, the messenger had come with good news of great joy. The single word 

translated “I announce good news” is the verb form of the same word from which we get 
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evangelism. The root word is “angelion,” message or news, from which we also derive angel. The 
good messenger from heaven was bringing a good message! This news would produce 

unspeakable joy in the hearts of those who heard and received the One of whom the message 
spoke. Such wonderful news is not for a select group of people, but for all the people. Although 
the Jewish people believed the Messiah was uniquely promised to them, God intended His Son to 
be the Savior of the world. At the end of His earthly ministry Jesus would command His followers 

to make disciples of all people groups, every nationality, in every part of the world (see Matt. 
28:19-20). 

2:11-12. The cause of celebration was the birth of the Savior, who is Christ the Lord. Each phrase 
of this announcement is important. Noting that the birth occurred in Bethlehem, the city of David, 

this verse does more than identify a location. It refers to the fulfillment of prophetic promise. The 
three titles of Jesus are distinct, yet unified. He is the Christ, the Anointed One, the Messiah sent 
by God. He is Lord of all creation. He saves us when we acknowledge who He is and trust in Him 
as our Savior and God’s Son. In case the shepherds had doubted the reality before them, the 

angel offered a way for them to recognize this particular baby. Their sign would be finding the 
child lying in a manger. Undoubtedly, not many newborns would be sleeping in stables that night, 
even in overcrowded Bethlehem. 

2:13. These heavenly declarations brought praise to God and good news to the human race. No 
longer was the angel alone, but without warning a multitude of the heavenly host appeared. The 
natural function of the heavenly choir was to praise God. If believers are to become accustomed 
to the roles they will have in heaven, they should spend more time on earth praising God for the 

gracious gift of His Son. 

2:14. Demonstrating what should be the joyous expression of everyone who encounters the reality 
of Christ, the angels filled the sky with worship as they gave glory to God in the “highest heaven.” 
The term highest heaven described the unique dwelling place of God, who at the same time is 

present in every part of the universe. The birth of the Savior not only glorified God but also 
made peace possible on earth to people whom God favors. Luke used what some have described 
as contrasting parallel expressions to demonstrate God’s grace. God reached down to people. 
Heaven touched the earth through Jesus. The glory of God is the peace pact that He made in the 

sacrificial gift of His Son. 

 

 


